
Current 
Constitution of 

Texas  
Ratified 1876 



The Texas Constitution 

A constitution is a basic plan of government. It describes the parts of 
government, as well as their duties and powers.  
We are on #8 written 1875 ratified 1876 
Tried and failed to write new Constitution in 1970’s. 



Constitutional Change and Continuity 
Although Texans have made changes to their constitution 
over the years, they still rely on a government established by 
the 1876 Constitution. Like the United States Constitution, 
this document follows the principles of federalism. It gives 
certain jobs to the state government, but leaves others to the 
national or local governments. 
 
The Texas constitution has 17 articles. Each covers one 
broad topic. Each article is divided into sections. Sections 
deal with specific parts of the article. For example, Article 7 
covers education. Section 1 of that article provides for the 
state’s public school system. 
 



Constitutional Change and Continuity 
•  Since 1876, the legislature has proposed 673 

constitutional amendments, and 670 have gone before 
Texas voters. 

  
•  Of the amendments submitted to the voters so far, 491 

have been approved by the electorate and 179 have been 
defeated. (US Constitution is older and amended only 27 times) 

 
•  Three amendments never made it to the ballot for reasons 

that are historically obscure.  
 





The Legislative Branch 
Like the U.S. Congress, the Texas legislature is bicameral. A 
bicameral congress has two chambers: the House of 
Representatives and the Senate.  
 
The House of Representatives is the larger chamber, with 
150 members.  
 
The Senate is much smaller, with just 31 members. 
 



The Legislative Branch 



Legislators at Work 
The legislature’s main task is to make the laws that run the 
state. To do this, it considers many bills. The legislature that 
met in 2013, for example, considered nearly 6,000 bills. It 
passed about 1,500 of these into law. 
Lawmakers must bring a bill into the legislature to make a 
new law or to change an existing one. There are five steps in 
the process that makes a bill into a law in Texas. 
•  Step One—Introducing a Bill  
•  Step Two—Committee Action 
•  Step Three—Floor Action  
•  Step Four—Conference Committee 
•  Final Step—The Governor’s Signature 



Legislators at Work 



The Executive Branch 
The executive branch carries out the laws of the state. The 
governor is the chief executive, or head of the executive 
branch. He or she represents all the people of the state. 
 
Texas Governor is actually weak While he can appoint some 
positions most of the Executive branch is elected by the 
people 
•  Secretary of State 
•  Statewide Boards and Commissions 



The Judicial Branch 
The judicial branch is composed of a system of courts. The 
role of the courts is to interpret the law and resolve legal 
disputes. The courts handle two categories of disputes: civil 
law and criminal law. 
 
In Texas Judges and Justices are Elected by the people not 
appointed and confirmed 
 
They Deal with the following: 
•  Civil Law 
•  Criminal Law 



The Judicial Branch 

Texas has TWO Supreme Courts 1 for Criminal and one for Civil cases 
Lots of Original Jurisdiction Courts,  


